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The chief aim in designing the present edition has been
to make the Correspondence as complete as possible, and
to give the most reliable version that could be obtained of
each letter. During the last half century examination of
public and private collections of manuscripts has disclosed
for the purposes of the Correspondence many autographs
and original copies which were not accessible in the time
of Nichols and Scott, and which have often not been
fully or accurately transcribed by their predecessors. When
available these first sources have been invariably used, and
when not attainable some pains have been taken to select
from the previous editions what appeared to be the most
faithful reproduction. In each case the authority, whether
original, copy, or editor, has been indicated at the head of
the letter, and when necessary this information has been
supplemented In a footnote.

It has also been in this edition the object to provide a
text which would be true, and, at the same time, clear and
easily read. As regards the vast majority of the letters,
even if desirable, a facsimile is no longer possible, and
throughout these volumes modern spelling and style have
been adopted. In the punctuation some revision has been
necessary, principally through the frequent use by Swift   arranged chronologically. Letters in  I  with ad-
